Overview, Event Maps and FAQs
About the Race
Join us for the 4th Annual Richmond Earth Day 5K Race Without a Trace showing off the best the city has to
offer. Run, walk or stroll down the newly completed Virginia Capital Trail and see the beauty of the James
River and its downtown surroundings. Learn easy ways to help the environment along the course and finish at
one of the best events of the Spring. That’s right, this race is held in conjunction with Enrichmond’s Earth Day
Festival, so when you cross that finish line, you’ll be steps away from the festival’s live music, vendors, food
and drink, demos and plenty of educational information and activities. Register today and let us show you
what the riverfront is all about!
The race name says it all – our goal is to combine one of the city’s most environmentally friendly races with
the most fun possible. Who cares about speed when you have the best Earth Day festival in the state at your
finish line, beer on tap, live music, great food, and over one hundred eco-centric vendors cheering you on? So
come on out, get some exercise, enjoy some beautiful views and stick around for a fun festival!
Race Info
Date: April 23, 2016
Start/Finish Location: Great Shiplock Park at Earth Day Richmond Festival
Race Time: Race begins at 10:30 AM (packet pick-up 8:30 – 10:00 AM)
Registration:
•
•
•
•

Cost: $30
Online through Thursday, April 21st at midnight
In-person paper registration at packet pick-up (cash or check only)
In-person paper registration on race morning at start line (cash or check only) – 8:30 – 10:00 AM

Packet Pick-up:
Packet pick-up is taking place on Friday and Saturday. You are able to pick-up packets for other participants
(no ID needed). Onsite registration ($30 cash or check made out to Viridiant) is available during these times.
•
•

Friday, April 22nd from 11 AM – 7 PM at Lucky Foot/Lucky Road at Willow Lawn Shopping Center (1601 Willow
Lawn Dr #838, Richmond, VA 23230). There is plenty of parking in the shopping center
Saturday, April 23rd from 8:30 – 10 AM onsite at the start/finish line

Event Maps
Course Map:

Parking/Event Map:

Saturday, April 23rd
11am-5pm

Earth Day
Richmond
Festival

Frequently Asked Questions
•

Is this race timed?
This event is clock timed. We will have an overall clock and volunteers collecting times, but this is not a chipped
run. Participants will receive an email with finish times after the event.

•

What is the course like?
If you were any closer to the river, you'd be swimming. The Earth Day 5K Race Without a Trace has a new course,
and it shows off the beautiful, newly-built Virginia Capital Trail. Built in preparation for the UCI Road World
Championships in 2015, be one of the first to experience this brand new path that spans from the festival at
Great Shiplock Park past Rockett’s Landing and along the beautiful James River. The course takes place entirely
on the trail so there are no street crossings, steps, etc. There are gentle hills – nothing too strenuous.
When you cross the finish line, you’ll join the party already in progress! That’s right, this race is held in
conjunction with Enrichmond’s Earth Day Festival. The race will start at 10:30 AM and when you cross that finish
line, you’ll be steps away from the festival’s vendors, food and drink, demos and plenty of educational
information and activities.
Walkers and strollers welcome. No dogs, please.

•

Where/when is packet pick-up?
Packet pick-up is taking place on Friday and Saturday. You are able to pick up packets for other participants (no
ID needed). Onsite registration ($30 cash or check made out to Viridiant) is available during these times.
• Friday, April 22nd from 11 AM – 7 PM at Lucky Foot/Lucky Road at Willow Lawn Shopping Center (1601
Willow Lawn Dr #838, Richmond, VA 23230). There is plenty of parking in the shopping center
• Saturday, April 23rd from 8:30 – 10 AM onsite at the start/finish line

•

What are the parking options?
There will be a free bus shuttle service to Great Shiplock Park starting at 7:45am. The shuttle service will make
stops at the 17th Street Farmers’ Market (bus stop across the street from Lulu’s) and Great Shiplock Park. After
drop off at Great Shiplock Park, walk east (0.2 miles) on the Virginia Capital Trail towards the start/finish truss.
This free shuttle will run until 6:30pm. Please allow yourself at least 30 minutes to park and get down to the
event.
There is no street parking on Dock St, and portions of Dock St will be closed for the festival. There is limited street
parking along E. Cary St and E. Main St and the cross streets that connect them (22nd, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 26th).

•

What is the policy on kids?
The Earth Day 5K is a clock-timed, “fun run” so it is very kid-friendly. Kids are welcome to register to walk/run,
and strollers are permitted although we ask that those with strollers stay at the back of the event and share the
trail. There are restrooms at the start/finish and a water stop at the turnaround. We’ll also have a 50 Yard Kids
Dash (ages 10 and under) just prior to the start of the 5K (no prior registration required for the kids dash).
Earth Day Richmond (going on right next to the race start/finish from 11 AM – 5 PM) will have lots of family
activities including Jesse the Juggler, a Bouldering Wall, kayak rides and more, so we hope you’ll bring your
family along.
Here are your options for involving the kids (10 and under):
a. Bring the kids along.

i. Have the kids participate in the 50 Yard Kids Dash at 10 AM, ages 10 and under, and then hang
out until the festival starts at 11 AM.
ii. Have the kids participate in the 50 Yard Kids Dash at 10 AM and have your kids join you for the
5K (walk with you or by stroller).
iii. Skip the Kids Dash but bring your kids along for the 5K (walk with you or by stroller).
b. Leave the kids at home.
•

Are there awards for winners?
Yes, there will be awards presented in a variety of categories. Check them out below and get prepared to win!
o Leader of the Pack (first men and women to cross the finish line)
o Best Dressed (best outfits or costumes – green theme appreciated)
o Best Dramatic Finish (most impressive finish line cross - examples: moonwalk, dance moves, cartwheel,
etc)
o Sustainable Supporter (first participants to cross the finish line and repeat one of the informational facts
that was posted along the course)
o Middle of the Pack (for the participant who finishes exactly in the middle)
o Green and Growing (for the youth – 18 and under – who crosses the finish line first)
o Historic Preservation (for the adult – 55 and over – who crosses the finish line first)
We will also be raffling off an REI camping tent prior to the start of the race. Anyone who is registered by
Thursday at midnight is automatically entered to win!

•

Will we run if it rains?
Yes, we’ll be running rain or shine! Dress accordingly. We are primarily on paved/hard surfaces but there could
be some muddy spots.

•

Where are the restrooms?
There will be port-a-johns at Great Shiplock Park near the start/finish line.

•

Will there be a bag check?
We won’t have a formal bag check, but you are welcome to leave your personal items at packet pick-up during
the race. Volunteers will be there to hold onto your things while you run/walk. You must retrieve your things no
later than 11:45 as race staff will pack up and depart around 12/12:30.

•

Can I post about the race on social media?
YES! We encourage you to share Earth Day 5K Race Without a Trace Event with your followers and let everyone
know you’re coming! Please use the hashtag #RaceWithoutATrace2016.

•

Will there be photos taken of all runners at this race?
We will have a photographer at the event, but we will not have a photo service to get photos of all runners.

•

Are there any road closures I should know about?
Yes, for the festival. Great Shiplock Park is located at 2803 Dock Street at the intersection of Dock and Pear
Streets. Portions of the Earth Day Festival will take place on Dock Street (parallel to the VA Capital Trail) and in
the grass lot at the intersection of Pear and Dock Streets. Please note – the following street closures will start at
6 AM.
o Pear St between Dock St and East Cary St
o Dock St between 22nd and Ashe St

•

How is this race environmentally friendly?
The Earth Day 5K Race Without a Trace has made every effort to be environmentally friendly with measures
including minimal printing of flyers and promotional materials, reusable course signage, biodegradable bibs,
organic t-shirts, recycling/compost at the festival, clean-up of the course after the race, and no power usage.

Being built into the Earth Day Festival also helps to encourage runners and walkers to participate in the festival
activities and support sustainability in Richmond.
•

What are the hours of the Earth Day Festival?
11 AM – 5 PM, all festival details can be found at http://earthdayrichmond.org/.

•

Who is hosting the 5K?
The host of the 5K Race Without a Trace is Viridiant, formerly known as EarthCraft Virginia. Viridiant is a nonprofit organization committed to supporting sustainable building processes through education, consultation and
certification. Through these efforts, Viridiant helps to set a path for businesses and homeowners to create
structures that are more affordable, more livable and more durable.
Following ten years of advocating for sustainable homes and buildings across the Commonwealth, EarthCraft
Virginia took on the new name Viridiant, in order to serve an even broader range of goals. Viridiant continues to
serve hundreds of professionals and thousands of homeowners with the EarthCraft family of programs, while
also introducing a wide variety of innovative concepts, such as in-home energy-monitoring and online energyassessment tools, and providing unbiased consultation on emerging topics like solar energy and energy-efficient
home mortgages. The mission of Viridiant is expressed through a focus on the “Three Pillars of Sustainability”:
environmental sustainability, economic sustainability and structural sustainability. Learn more at viridiant.org.

